
Otterburn Parish Council – Parish Clerk’s Report 
(2 November – 30 November, 2022)

6: Gill Cowell (iNorthumberland) – Gill Cowell will be attending to provide an update on the latest position of 
the various options for super fast broadband within Redesdale. She will provide an indicaation of possible 
timescales and action local residents can take.

7a: Ray Wind update: For details on the various grants available please view the Ray Windfunds website at 
https://raywindfund.co.uk/ or alternatively contact Jo Willis, Community Development Officer, on either 
admin@raywinfund.co.uk  or 07762 179579.

7b: Road safety in the Parish:  I have emailed Neil Snowdon and Peter Thompson again seeking an update 
on the progress of the work agreed with County Council and hope to have details to share at the meeting.

7c: Revitalising Redesdale update: I hope to have an update on the work that Bruce Wilkinson (Project 
Manager, Revitalising Redesdale) has advised is to happen on the Otterburn trail.

7d: Local Otterburn directory map: I am still waiting for a response from the artist to the query regarding the 
option for the stand of a proposed local map and will update when I hear back.

7e: Electric power supply, bug hotel and wild flower meadow in the Millennium Green: I should receive 
the final element of the overall quote by early next week so at that stage I can submit a grant application for 
funding of the installation of power to the Millennium Green. Meantime I have received £209.10 from 
Revitalising Redesdale for part of the work. Additionally I have received wild-flower seed for the area agreed 
within the green to turn it into a meadow. Mr Mowatt should be scarifying the area shortly for the seed to then be
sown. 10 saplings have been received from NCC and you need to agree where these should be planted. 

7f: Silhouette soldiers / 3D Police speed notices:  Details will be shared on the possible options for both of 
these including costings to allow a decision to be made as to how to progress. 

7g: Speed Indicator Device fault: I am hopeful that the camera will be returned with ‘additional’ features to 
ensure it will be working long term and together with Cllr Goddard we will look to install it before the end of the 
week.

7h: Northern Powergrid (NPg) energy resilience grant funding: I have had a response back from NPg 
asking a few questions about the application made on behalf of the Memorial Hall and these have been 
answered. I will update when I hear more from NPg.

7i) Christmas decorations and festivities in Millennium Green: Alison Snaith has kindly agreed to provide 
the electric for the decorations that you agreed to put up in the two trees in the Millenniumg Green near her 
house. Battery operated decorations have been purchased for the new tree. Cllr Cook has made arrangements 
for mull wine and mince pies as well as soft drinks to be kindly donated from the Coach House and Le Petit 
Château. It is proposed that these will be provided to people attending the Church service on Christmas Eve 
that is scheduled to be from 3.00 – 4.00.

8a) Finance update and 2023/24 precept: I will provide an update and forecast of the parish Council finances 
to allow you to agree the amount of precept for 2023/24.

10a: NCC trees: Cllr Goddard has collected the 10 wildlife saplings provided by NCC and you will be asked to 
consider where these should be planted in the Millennium Green. 

10b: Town, Parish & Community Council Conferences: I have shared the email of the three dates of these 
events in January and you will need to consider whether there is a desire to attend one of the events to highlight
local matters on a 1:1 basis with NCC representatives.

10c: Parish roadside gullies and drains: Whilst the NCC road sweeper has been through the main street in 
the village there are still areas requiring attention and drains that are still blocked. I have chased up NCC and 
hope to have an update to share at the meeting.

10d: NCC Cost of living support I have shared the email from NCC on this topic and you will be asked to 
consider what action the Parish Council can take.
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